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President s report 


N ew year greetings to all GFNC members. I hope 
everyone also enjoyed a pleasant Christmas. Our 
December meeting was a chance for members to 
socialise and enjoy the lovely food everyone brought 
along. The GFNC members are a very diverse group of 
people with a wide range of interests in various aspects of 
natural history. We appreciate the wide range of 
experience, knowledge and understanding of our elder 
members and gain a great deal of pleasure watching 
youngsters discover the joys of the living world around 
them. Some members fit into the ‘expert’ category, but we 
all began as novices with a desire to learn more. Our 
diversity is one of our strengths, so we appreciate new 


Barry Lingham 

members joining us. Could you introduce someone you 
know to the GFNC? 

I have looked through the latest list of honours to Geelong 
citizens that were announced on Australia Day. There 
were many worthy recipients, but none of them with direct 
links to conservation or the environment. Why have 
commitments to business, sport or social service been 
more widely recognised? Only 103 of the 4389 
nominations received in the past 3 years have been 
conservation related. Perhaps we need to become 
proactive and nominate our local environmental 
champions for recognition. 


Tonight... 

...Cameron Steele will talk about the recently upgraded GFNC website and blog including how to use the full 
range of available functions. 

In March... 

...Stephanie Suter, Waterwatch Facilitator, Corangamite Catchment Management Authority, will talk about the 
role of aquatic fungi in forest ecology. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 

Beth Ross & Craig Blackman, Moolap; Jane Laidlaw, Newtown; Jackie Pallister & Michael Skinner, Barwon Heads; and 

Richard & Margaret Alcorn, Ocean Grove 

We wish them all a long and happy association 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
a Splendid Ochre feeding on flowers in the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens. Jan 2015. 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 
a Tawny Frogmouth family trying to keep cool on a hot 
day at Deakin University, Waurn Ponds. Jan 2015. 


















Out and about: Webless ambushers 


Valda Dedman 


H elen Schofield sent me a photo of a 1 cm colourful 
spider that she and Lance Brequet had found under 
gum trees by the Leigh River at Shelford. It was a 
Triangular Spider, Arkys lancearius, apparently common 
enough, but not often seen. One spider was found on 
Lance's arm, and one in Helen's hair. 

Triangular spiders are 
ambushers that spin no 
web but lie motionless in 
wait for their prey. 

Despite this they belong 
to the Araneidae, the orb- 
weavers. Although there 
has been dispute about 
this placement, the 
relationship is founded on 
body structure rather than 
web use. The sub-family 
Arkyinae has 15 species 
in Australia, and also 
occurs in New Guinea 
and New Caledonia and 
Indonesia. Arkys 
lancearius was the first 
Australian species to be 
described, in 1837, along 
with the genus itself, by 
the remarkable 
Frenchman Charles 
Athanase Waickenaer— 
civil servant, biographer, 
historian, map -maker, 
arachnologist and 
entomologist—in his four- 
volume Histoire naturelle des insectes. 

To me, Arkys seems a strange choice for the genus name, 
since it is the Greek word for a net. Maybe I am missing 
something here. The round, salmon -pink egg sacs of A. 
lancearius have an outer covering in a loose basket- 
weave pattern. Arkys has often mistakenly been spelt 
Arcys, and was formerly split into two genera. Archemorus 
used to be distinguished from Arkys species by the 
manner in which they held their anterior legs close to the 
body even when at rest. ('Traditional' Arkys lie with their 
two front pairs of legs held out wide.) Many are minute 
and not generally triangular in shape and usually drab in 
colour. However, they are just as skilled at ambushing 
prey. Arkys' two anterior pairs of legs are much longer 
than the others and are equipped with long spines, as 
Helen's photo clearly shows. 

Arkys species are frequently brightly coloured and are 
commonly found on foliage, often on the undersides of 
leaves. They are well camouflaged; some hide among 
flowers, others appear to mimic moths. Their only use of 
silk is in egg cases and for safety lines. They are found in 
forests and woodlands, and also found in gardens and in 
regrowth after fires. 

Arkys lancearius has a triangular body and a head 
somewhat shaped like the head of a lance. It is orange to 
red, black, yellow and white, with a border of close-packed 
white spots on a black background and two large white or 


yellow spots in the centre. Its rear legs are sometimes 
translucent yellow. In spite of its bright colours, patterning 
breaks up its surface and helps to camouflage it in sun 
and shadow, where it waits by day. It hunts at night. Its 
eyes are black, with four in the middle and four along the 
outer edges of the head. Its egg sacs, each containing 

about 50 eggs, are 
suspended at the end of 
a woven silk thread 
underneath a leaf close to 
the ground. They are 
produced in late 
summer. 

Arkys waickenaeri, 
Waickenaer's Studded 
Arkys, has a much 
narrower triangular body, 
which makes its front legs 
appear disproportionately 
long. Its synonym A. 
clavatus means 'studded 
with nails'. Its egg sac is 
pear-shaped, 10 mm 
long, and contains about 
50 golden eggs. It is 
found along Australia's 
east coast, more 
commonly in the southern 
states, and in southwest 
Australia. 


Arkys cornutus, the 
Horned Triangular Spider, 
is another brightly 
coloured triangular spider with a yellow border. Its black 
head appears to have two horns. It is found most 
commonly in Queensland forests. 

Arkys alatus, the Winged Arkys {alatus = winged), is a 
flattish spider whose abdomen widens at the top to 
resemble wings. Its rear end has two projecting horns or 
hardened tubercules. It is interestingly patterned in white, 
cream, dark grey and brown with ornate knobs and 
projections. When at rest it keeps its legs close to its body. 
It is found in wetter areas from southern Queensland to 
Victoria. 

Arkys dilatatus 2, the Accidental Moth Mimic, is a tiny 
spider only 3-4 mm long that resembles a brown moth. 
Whether this makes it more vulnerable to bird attack or 
helps it attract moth prey is unclear, since there has been 
little or no study done on it since it was given species 
status by Balogh in 1978. It is found in tropical 
Queensland, sometimes in riverine vegetation dominated 
by paperbarks. Its colour is variable but it often has a 
bright white section across the rear and leading back up 
the abdomen. It is hairy with very spiny legs. 

Arkys furcatus, Mascord's Pretty Archemorus, is shiny 
brown to orange with transparent sections and whitish 
flecks and lines, and a double-pointed abdomen. The 
male rear projections are extremely long, which may help 
disguise which end of the spider is the head, or make it 



Tr\angu\ar Sp\6er Arkys lancearius. Leigh River, Shelford. 
Photo: Helen Schofield 


Geelong Naturalist February 2015 1 









resemble a small grasshopper. When at rest with 
tucked-up legs, it looks like a bit of rectangular debris. 

Disguise is often important to a spider's safety. Arkys 
curtulus, the Small Bird-dropping Spider or Bird Dung 
Mimicking Spider, found from Queensland to Tasmania, is 
extremely well camouflaged, especially with its legs drawn 
up, when it looks just like a blob. It therefore is not often 
seen, even in its melanic (all black) form. It hunts by day. 

It can sit for hours motionless, waiting for a passing insect 
to move within range. Then it suddenly springs. Soldier 
flies of the family Stratiomylidae are commonly taken as 
prey. The fluffy white egg sac is suspended by silk under 
a leaf close to the ground. 

The more familiar Bird-dropping or Death's Head Spider 
Celaenia excavata is a webless ambusher that hunts by 
night, but does not merely lie in wait. It exudes 
pheromones to attract male noctuid moths. The moths fly 
in closer and closer circles around the waiting spider, until 
they are close enough to be seized and immediately 
sucked dry. If too many moths are caught and appetite is 
already satisfied, she (it is always the female we see) will 
wrap a moth up in silk and hang it up. To bind it I have 
seen her turn the moth round and round, while she hung 
by one leg to a strand of silk. At times she spun more silk, 
drawing it out with her fourth pair of legs. The operation 
took place on a separate thread about 5 mm below her 
leaf. 

The hard brown egg sacs are often seen suspended in a 
bunch, with the camouflaged female clinging to them. Fifty 
to 200 eggs are first deposited on to a white silken mat. 
Then the female revolves the mass with her rear pairs of 
legs until it is surrounded with silk, after which she wraps 
it round with silken bands to form a sphere. She then 


flows a fluid waste material over it, which chemically 
changes into a gold or pale brown waterproof coating. In 
time it becomes brown. It can withstand winter cold and 
rain. Each egg sac is about 17 mm in diameter, which is 
often larger than the spider herself. She may manufacture 
more than ten sacs over a week. For more details of sac 
construction, see my 1973 article in the Geelong 
Naturalist. 

Hatching is through a tiny 1 mm hole, just large enough 
for one spiderling to emerge. The adult does not assist, 
remaining passive even if spiderlings crawl all over her. 
They quickly disperse. Juveniles construct miniature 
conventional wheel webs for catching tiny prey. Once they 
are mature they can produce the female-mimicking 
pheromones and have no further need of a web. It is the 
use of this web that puts them into the family Araneidae. 

The male is much smaller than the female, which is 
normally about 12 mm long, but can reach 20 mm during 
pregnancy. He also appears to be attracted to her by 
pheromones. 

Celaenia dubia, the False Bird-dropping Spider, looks less 
like a bird dropping but also attracts moths with 
pheromones. This spider is found in most types of forest 
in N.S.W. and Victoria but is rarely seen. At 6 mm long, it 
is smaller than C. excavata. 

There are many other ambushing spider genera, but none 
in the orb-weaving Araneidae. 

References 

www.arachne.org.au 

Dedman, V. (1973) 'The Story of Celanea' [sic], Geelong 
Naturalist, vol. 10, pp. 59-65. 



Christmas Beetle enjoying a meal on Christmas Day, 2014. 
Buckley Falls. Observers: Helen Schofield and Lance Breguet. 
Photo: Helen Schofield 


SEANA Autumn Camp 

The SEANA Autumn Camp is at Ballarat this year from 
13-15 March. If you are not on their mailing list, you can get 
information and registration forms from: 

Emily Noble, Secretary: 0433 344 286 
ballaratfnc@amail.com 
Peter Dalman, President: 03 5339 2777 
pdalman@netconnect.com.au 



Banksia Jewell Bettle Cyria Imperialis on Banksia 
Marginata in bush east of Yaugher. Jan 2015. 
Observers: Helen Schofield, Lance Breguet & Trevor 
Pescott. Photo: Helen Schofield 
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Froth and bubble 


Tom Fletcher 


T he following observation was made by Gordon 
McCarthy and Tom Fletcher on a visit to the You 
Yangs, north-west plantation on Great Circle Drive, on 
Thursday 11 December 2014. 


regurgitated by a fox which in turn was also probably 
attracted to the sap. Gordon later saw more of these piles 
throughout the You Yangs. If it is foxes then what hope 
have we got of stopping Boneseed? 


An interesting sight on a fine warm day. 

Two gums with a fine vertical crack down the main trunk 
extruding a fine watery, frothy sap. Heat was coming from 
the crack area and had a strong smell of yeast 
fermentation. The heat could be felt by the hand a few 
centimetres from the trunk. Common Brown butterflies 
(one female and probably about 30 males) were 
congregating around the sap along with large ants and 
wasps. Blowflies were also attracted to the sap and the 
froth of the ferment. 

At the base of one of the gums was a pyramidal pile of 
what we assume were Boneseed seeds, probably 



Common Brown feasting on sap. You Yangs, Dec 2014. 
Photo: Gordon McCarthy 



You Yangs, Dec 2014 Photo: Tom Fletcher 


Nature Notes 


A photographer's nightmare—two cameras in the car and 
not one handy for the picture of the year! 

Between Mt. Wallace and Durdidwarrah, on the road to 
Ballan, in a field screened from the road by trees, was what 
we thought was an extraordinary scene. 

The first thing we noticed were two Wedge-tailed Eagles 
circling above us. 'Always see these here'—my comment. 
From Val—'What are those over there?' 

Wedge-tails! In the few seconds they were visible I recollect 
some over a carcass and a lot more scattered around—like 
an audience at an outdoor event. 


Joe Hubbard 


stopped the car a bit further on, took valuable time in a 
camera search, and taking cover behind the roadside trees, 
got to a good viewing spot, stood up—and NOTHING but 
an empty field and a dead sheep. 

Regaining some composure I tried to put a number to the 
birds... it seemed a lot. 

After they were put to flight, there were at least eight to ten 
circling above us, and if they were all Wedge-tails we 
observed around the carcass there would have been a lot 
more. 

(From a diary entry dated 12 February 2014.) 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Gateway Sanctuary and Reedy Lake 

22 January 2015 


Barry Lingham 


T he Gateway Sanctuary at Leopold is a great example 
of the creation of a wetland and associated habitat. 

The development of housing on the Leopold escarpment 
south of the Bellarine Highway during the 1990s required a 
system of coping with the extra runoff. The site of the 
sanctuary was originally a boggy zone that was excavated 
to create a series of interconnected large ponds and 
islands. The runoff water is now collected in the ponds 
where natural processes of aquatic growth help remove 
nutrients. In times of high water flow, the ponds overflow 
via a shallow channel and flood plain that drains into 
Reedy Lake. Extensive planting of River Red Gums, 
wattles and sheoaks with a range of understorey bushes 
has created habitat for many bird species and other 
wildlife. 

Eighteen people met to explore the site. We began on the 
northern section and were pleased to note Harlequin 
Mistletoe flowering on several of the sheoaks—Mistletoe 
birds had been visiting, but we did not note any on our 
excursion. Thanks to Polly for identifying this species of 
mistletoe that is rare in the region. The mistletoe attracts 
several bird species as well as hosting grubs from 
butterflies. 

The agitated antics of a pair of Willie Wagtails attracted our 
attention to a banksia tree. Hidden amid the branches was 
a nest containing at least 3 well-developed nestlings. The 
parent birds were kept busy catching numerous insects to 
feed the brood. 

Several Black Swans approached us and one bird arched 
its neck and gave us a strong indication that it did not 
appreciate our presence. On the wetland. Purple 
Swamphens were active and a Reed Warbler gave a 
tentative call. A female Australasian Darter watched us 
from the far shore. We moved towards the island where 
Penny Kwiat had previously found Latham’s Snipe and 
were rewarded when a pair flushed from the long grass 


and flew quickly to circle and land further way. At least 8 
snipe were noted at this spot. In the avenue of River Red 
Gums, White-plumed and New Holland Honeyeaters were 
seen. A strange mud dome turned out to be the deserted 
nest of a Magpie-lark that had been shifted sideways on 
the branch. 

The elevated path allowed good views of the wetland and 
the adjacent flood plain. The flood plain hosted 
Yellow-rumped Thornhills and Skylarks. The fence 
provided a roost for Welcome Swallows and several Tree 
Martins. We adjourned to the sheltered BBQ area to 
confirm our bird list over morning tea. All agreed that 
Gateway Sanctuary was a lovely spot to spend a leisurely 
hour or two. 

We then moved on to visit Reedy Lake at the end of 
Moolap Station Road. The water level was unseasonably 
high, with no exposed mud, so the summer waders were 
not present. From the embankment at the extension of the 
road, we were able to gain views across the lake. 
Australian White Ibis, Black-winged Stilts, a Royal 
Spoonbill and several Black Swans were visible. 
Something panicked the roosting birds and Eastern Great 
Egrets and four Magpie Geese came into view. A Swamp 
Harrier passed overhead. The dark colour indicated that it 
was a young bird (the rump was a light brown instead of 
the diagnostic white of the adult bird). 

We then moved out through the reed beds to the water’s 
edge where cormorants, pelicans and some Whiskered 
Terns were seen. Back at the carpark, Tom Fletcher 
reported seeing a range of birds in the plantation area, 
including some Zebra Finches that are rarely seen on the 
Bellarine Peninsula. A very pleasant morning concluded 
with a few of us walking through the plantation track to 
check on the birds there. We missed seeing Tom’s 
zebbies, but that is a good excuse to return again soon. 



Water birds resting in the shallows of Reedy Lake. Jan 2015. Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Bird list compiled by Craig Morley 


Species 

Reedy Lake, 
Moolap, 
Station Rd 

Gateway 

Sanctuary, 

Leopold 

Magpie Goose 

4 


Black Swan 

10 

6 

Australian Wood Duck 


5 

Chestnut Teal 


2 

Pacific Black Duck 


14 

Australasian Grebe 


1 

Spotted Dove 

2 

4 

Australasian Darter 


1 

Little Pied Cormorant 

1 


Great Cormorant 

1 


Little Black Cormorant 

40 


Australian Pelican 

15 

1 

White-necked Heron 

1 

1 

Eastern Great Egret 

4 


White-faced Heron 

1 

1 

Australian White Ibis 

50 


Straw-necked Ibis 

20 


Royal Spoonbill 

1 


Whistling Kite 

2 


Swamp Harrier 

4 

1 

Australian Hobby 

1 


Purple Swamphen 

35 

24 

Dusky Moorhen 


3 

Eurasian Coot 


6 

Black-winged Stilt 

20 


Black-fronted Dotterel 


1 

Masked Lapwing 


2 

Latham's Snipe 


6 

Whiskered Tern 

3 


Silver Gull 


10 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


1 

Rainbow Lorikeet 


12 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 


6 

Eastern Rosella 

3 

3 

Red-rumped Parrot 


10 

Horsfield's 

Bronze-Cuckoo 


1 


Species 

Reedy Lake, 
Moolap, 
Station Rd 

Gateway 

Sanctuary, 

Leopold 

Superb Fairy-wren 

14 

15 

Brown Thornbill 

8 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

2 

6 

White-plumed 

12 

12 

Honeyeater 



Noisy Miner 


1 

Spiny-cheeked 

2 


Honeyeater 



Red Wattlebird 

2 

8 

White-fronted Chat 

10 


New Holland Honeyeater 

6 

10 

Black-faced 

1 


Cuckoo-shrike 



Grey Shrike-Thrush 

6 


Grey Butcherbird 


1 

Australian Magpie 

6 

2 

Willie Wagtail 

5 

(White-backed) 

8 

Little Raven 

2 

2 

Magpie-lark 

2 

4 

Eurasian Skylark 


2 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

4 


Australian Reed-Warbler 

2 

4 

Little Grassbird 

6 

4 

Welcome Swallow 

6 

20 

Tree Martin 


8 

Common Starling 

2 

120 

Common Myna 


6 

Zebra Finch 

8 


Red-browed Finch 

12 


House Sparrow 


6 

European Goldfinch 

2 

2 

Common Greenfinch 

2 


Total = 65 species 

43 species 

44 species 



Murgheboluc Reserve, Nov 2014. Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


W hile we all tend to make suburban gardens bird- 
attracting, we often ignore the opportunity to make 
them universally wildlife-friendly. Craig Morley 
discovered, for the first time, a Garden Skink in his 
Newtown garden after planting shrubs and using mulch 
over the garden beds. 

But there is also the opportunity to enhance gardens by 
placing some logs and/or rocks to make space for lizards 
and other creatures. A stack of three or four pavers, 
separated by a few millimetres, can be used as a place 
on which to put a bird-bath or pot-plants. Lizards, 
spiders, centipedes and other creatures will find this a 
great place to live. While we may not like the idea of the 


invertebrates, they are the food lizards, and birds, feast 
on. 

Or build a low rock wall against a west- or north-facing 
fence, put pavers on top, and grow sun-tolerant 
pot-plants, perhaps trailing down over the rocks. 

Kangaroo Grass and various sedges provide food for 
butterfly larvae, and they are also used as refuge by 
lizards. A native bee ‘apartment block’ is easy to build. 

And there are the lizard species likely to be found in 
suburban gardens—Marbled Gecko, Eastern Bluetongue 
Lizard, and Metallic, Garden, Southern Grass and 
Weasel Skinks; there may be others too. 


Mammals 

Note: mammals found during the Brisbane Ranges fauna survey are not included here. 


Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

05/12/14 

Fossicking for food beside the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road at 

1.30 p.m. 

TP 


1 

05/12/04 

Road-killed, Cape Otway Road south of the Winchelsea-Deans 
Marsh Road in farmland. 

TP 

Common Ringtail 
Possum 

2 

06/12/14 

Observed by spotlight in shrubs beside the path through Anakie 
Gorge. Friends of the Brisbane 

Ranges. 

CC 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

12 

04/12/14 

In a paddock at Yaugher, 7.30 p.m. 

TP 


Few 

05/12/14 

Beside a stream-side plantation west of Devon Road, 

Barrabool, 3.30 p.m. 

TP 


1 

26/12/14 

A juvenile, on the walking track through the Ironbark Basin, Point 
Addis, 9.30 a.m. 

CF 

Red-necked Wallaby 

2 

17/12/14 

Beside Seven Bridges Road, Yaugher, 8.00 a.m. 

TP 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

1 

17/12/14 

Beside Seven Bridges Road, Yaugher, 8.00 a.m. 

TP 


2 

27/12/14 

On Cecil Track, Anglesea Heath. 

CF 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

2 

22/12/14 

Foraging, and loudly vocalising, in eucalypt trees in the Little 

Malop Street carpark, Geelong, 9.45 p.m. 

CF 

Large Forest Bat 

2 

03/01/15 

Found at Yaugher, both males. 

TP 

Southern Forest Bat 

1 

03/01/15 

Found at Yaugher, a male. 

TP 

Little Forest Bat 

1 

03/01/15 

Found at Yaugher, a male. 

TP 

Water Rat 

1 

7/12/14 

Swimming and duck-diving in the Barwon River at Newtown, 
before disappearing into long grass on the river-bank, late 
evening. 

CF 

House Mouse 

1 

22/12/14 

Linder a tile beside Old Melbourne Road, Little River; it is one of 
only two found here in more than a year, 
although the 63 tiles are checked each month. 

GL, 

GD 

Red Fox 

1 

28/11/14 

Road-killed on Barrabool Road just east of Devon Road, 

Barrabool, a very small individual. 

TP 


1 

05/12/15 

Beside Seven Bridges Road at the Forrest-Colac Road, 
Gerangamete, 1.30 p.m. 

TP 


4 

22/12/14 

While checking the tiles at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, we 
met ‘Jason’ who told us that about a week before, he had seen a 
vixen with three cubs in the north-west corner of the 

Reserve. We saw no sign of them. 

per 

TP 

Brown Hare 

1 

11/12/14 

Running across a paddock beside the Geelong-Ballan Road, 
near Anakie 

CF 


Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2014 awards 

The Geelong Wool Museum is the only venue hosting this exhibition in Victoria. Co-owned by the Natural History 
Museum in London and BBC Worldwide, the competition is now in its 50th year. 

The photos are stunning, so don’t miss it. 

The exhibition finishes on Sunday 1 March 2015 
www.wildlifephotographerofthevear.com 
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Reptiles and Amphibians (Herps) 

Note: species found during the Brisbane Ranges fauna survey are not included here. 


Spotted Marsh Frog 

5 

22/12/14 

Linder tiles and debris on the ground, east side of Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. One was very dark in colouring, the green 
spots turned black, while the yellow vertebral stripe and head 
markings were red. 

GL,GD, 

TP 

Common Froglet 

Few 

25/11/14 

Heard calling from a small wetland beside Drysdales Road, 
near Cressy Gully Road, You Yangs. 

TP 

Eastern Snake-necked 

Turtle 

1 

29/11/14 

Found dead beside Lake Lome, Drysdale, possibly killed by a 
falling tree branch. 

GMc, TFI 

Marbled Gecko 

1 

22/12/14 

Found among a small stack of tiles left beside the driveway at 
Victoria Terrace, Belmont. 

TP 

Eastern Three-lined Skink 

2 

26/11/14 

Under tiles in the north-west corner of the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve in the grasstree area. 

TP 


1 

22/12/14 

Under tiles in the north-west corner of the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve in the grasstree area. 

GL, GD, 

TP 

Striped Skink (C. robustus) 

1 

27/11/14 

The dried remains of the lizard were under a tile beside Old 
Melbourne Road, Little River. 

TP 

Cunningham’s Skink 

1 

25/11/14 

Basking on a rock ledge on the top of Big Rock, You Yangs. 

TP 

Garden Skink 

5 

26/11/14 

Under tiles at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

TP 

(L. guichenoti) 






Few 

14/12/14 

Under tiles and debris on the ground, OGNR. 

GL, GD 


1 

25/12/14 

Made a pleasant discovery in the back garden in Newtown; 
when 1 lifted a watering can near one of the water tanks, 1 found 
a dark non-descript skink about 10 cm long. ID from Cogger’s 
latest book to be a Garden Skink. Over the last 4 years 1 have 
turned all my garden over to mulched beds and shrubby areas. 
This is the first skink 1 have found. 

CMo 

Spencer’s Skink 

10+ 

27/11/14 

At least 10 on the trunk of a large, dead tree beside the 
Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, in wet sclerophyll forest. 

HSc, 

LBr, TP 

Stumpy-tailed Lizard 

1 

26/12/14 

Noted along the old Branding Yard Track, You Yangs. 

JDu 

(Shingleback) 





Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

25/11/14 

Basking on a rock ledge near Big Rock, You Yangs 

TP 


4 

22/12/14 

Under tiles along Old Melbourne Road, Little River. 

GL, GD, 

TP 

CF 

Eastern Tiger Snake 

1 

21/12/14 

BanA/on River, Newtown, near a boat ramp; it moved leisurely 
across the path into shrubs and grass. 


Observers: CC, Colin Cook; CF, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; GD, Guy Dutson; GL, Grace Lewis; 
GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HSc, Helen Schofield; JDu, Janine Duffy (Echidna Walkabout); LBr; Lance Brequet; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 



Spotted Marsh Frog. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Dec 2014 Photo; Guy Dutson 
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Another beach-washed albatross 


David Boyle 



O n 19 May 2012 on a beach walk at Collendina I 
discovered beach-washed, two rare albatross— 
Boiler’s Albatross {Diomedea bulleri) and Light-mantled 
Sooty Albatross {Phoebetria palpebrata) {Geelong 
Naturalist \/o\. 48, no.4). 

Being on the lookout for further specimens I discovered 
on 15 December 2014 another beach-washed albatross 
at beach marker 7W Collendina. The bird was in very 
good condition and appeared to have died on the high 
tide mark earlier that morning. 

Having failed on the previous occasion to realise the 
significance of the finds and to keep the specimens for 
further examination I was determined to collect this 
specimen. After a number of phone calls I was able to 
ascertain that the collections at the Melbourne Museum 
would be happy to receive the bird. A number of other 
calls found me at the Marine Discovery Centre where the 
specimen is safely in the freezer pending transfer to the 
museum. 



After consultation with Barry Lingham and Craig Morley 
we agreed that this find was an adult Shy Albatross 
{Thalassarche cauta). The Shy Albatross is the largest of 
the medium-sized albatrosses of the southern oceans 
only exceeded in size by the Wandering, Royal and 
Amsterdam Island Albatrosses. The Shy Albatross breed 
on Bass Straight Islands and islands in the New Zealand 
region. There are some arguments that the Australian and 
New Zealand birds are distinct subspecies {cauta and 
steadi, respectively). These differences perhaps would 
only be confirmed by genetic studies. 

The size and spectacle of these majestic birds can only 
be appreciated in hand. Awing span approaching or 
exceeding 2.5 m, body length of almost a metre and 4 to 
6 kg in weight attest to their size and majesty. The most 
distinctive feature is the ‘thumb print’ like dark patch 
where the front of the underwing meets the body (see 
photograph). The bill is also distinctive. In hand this bird 
had a very distinct white head with a silvery-grey wash on 
the face below the eye. 



All Photos: Joanne Boyle 



8 Geelong Naturalist February 2015 
























Amazing arachnids 


I n July I pruned a quantity of shining red and orange hips 
from my neglected roses and placed them in a bowl on the 
dining table. While eating lunch the next day I was intrigued 
to see a gleaming bronze jumping spider no more than three 
millimetres long with a square abdomen exploring them in 
the sunshine, leaving a tiny thread behind to show where it 
had been. 

The internet displayed multiple images of jumping 
spiders, but I could not find a precise match. Maybe it is 
Simaethula auratus, or perhaps Euryattus bleekeri. I don’t 
know. I tried. 

The following day I couldn’t find the spider on the rose hips 
as I ate my lunch. Then my eye caught an ascending gleam. 
There was a silken thread connecting the rose hips to the 
light fitting 1.5 metres above them and to the right. I had to 
climb up on the ladder to ascertain whether the tiny speck on 
the white glass globe dangling from the ceiling was ‘my’ little 
spider. It was! 

How could it have possibly slung a thread that 
distance above it? Had it seen the light from the table, 
negotiated jumping down off the table and across the floor, 
climbing up the wall and across the ceiling to it, a distance of 
perhaps nine metres? Maybe this is possible. An article in 
Wikipedia called ‘Jumping spider’ told me that some jumping 
spiders, in particular some species of Portia, can negotiate 
long detours from one bush to the ground, then up the stem 
of another bush to capture a prey item on a particular leaf. 

Whatever this little spider had done it was a prodigious feat. 

It seemed to me that the light fitting was an even more sterile 
spot than the rose hips had proved. After a few days I caught 
the spider and took it out to a correa near the original roses 
where it immediately disappeared. I hope that the Silvereyes 
then marauding my neighbour’s cotoneaster berries nearby 
did not find it. 

A Red-back Spider climbing up my front fly-wire door was a 
less welcome visitor a few weeks later. Then I found another 
in some rolled vinyl nearby, sheltering an egg sac. A third 
was found to be the culprit constantly messing a pot plant, 
also on the verandah. These three, and the egg sac, I 
despatched without delay but was not quick enough to deal 
with a fourth lurking in the hoya. I was pleased to see a Red 
Wattlebird poking about there soon after and hope it had 
better success. 


Lynne Clarke 

In the spring I found a bunch of miniature huntsman spiders 
in the wood heap. I left them to grow, expecting I might see 
them again as they were an orange-pinky colour, a type I 
had not seen before, Neosparassus, or Badge Huntsman. 
Sure enough they have turned up in many places in the 
garden since, most notably in some of the paper bags I had 
wrapped around fruit on my dwarf nectarine to protect them 
from the birds. They rush away to hide again. 

I also have a large grey variety, Holconia, with paler spots on 
its legs. Somehow I am not so fond of these, but so long as 
they stay outside they may share my space. 

I was also not so happy when a big grey huntsman ran 
across the inside of my windscreen one night when I was 
returning home up the freeway. I stopped as soon as 
possible, opened all the doors and windows, disturbed the 
interior as much as I could and waited, hoping she would 
depart. Eventually I realised I could not stay there all night 
and gingerly got back into the car. There were so many 
places she could be! The next morning I sprayed the car, 
hoping, and vacuumed it. 

Three weeks later I pulled up at the Botanic Gardens carpark 
for the next meeting of the GFNC and the 
spider ran across my window as I got out! I managed to flick 
her onto the gravel. I know it was a female as when I next 
vacuumed the car I found a little pile of bits of grass and 
leaves and bark brought in, behind the driver’s seat, s 
heltering an egg sac. She had done what she must, in a 
difficult place. 

A few days ago there was a perfect little spiral web with a 
very small spider in the centre between me and my worm 
farm, which I wished to tend. I picked up a stick and wound 
up the web, the spider dropping off in the process. The next 
day it was there again, the exquisite fabric swaying in the 
wind. I knew this would happen every day and the spider go 
hungry, so this time I took it to a different place in the 
garden. I hope it is found to be as productive. 

Time would fail me to tell of the daddy long legs, leaf-curling 
spiders, wolf spiders and others big and small that inhabit my 
world. But what a wealth of them we have, far more than in 
‘my’ part of Africa, though I was always looking for them. 
Their abilities defy the imagination and inspire with awe, as 
well as, sometimes, giving me the shudders. 



Emergent dragonfly at Hospital Swamps. Jan 2015. Photos: John Newman 
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Butterfly report 
October-November 2014 


Valda Dedman 

A S expected, the Common Browns are back in full force, 
even a couple of females. The Varied Sedge-skipper 
is only the sixth record we have in our present GFNC 
database. These butterflies do not usually appear until 
November: the same applies to the Varied Sword-grass 
Browns. Both species may still be around until April. There 
are six sub-species of Sword-grass Browns (hence the 
epithet ‘Varied’), the local one being Tisiphone abeona 
albifascia, whose larval food plant is usually the beautiful 
Red-fruited Saw-sedge. Adults will frequently land on saw- 


October to November Butterflies 


Varied Sedge-skipper 

09/11/14 

Forest Rd, Anglesea 

3+ often feeding on flowering tea tree. Very 
sunny. Photographed. 

BML 

Grass-dart sp. 

30/10/14 

Friday camp ground car park, 
Brisbane ranges 

1 flying swiftly through. 

TFI, GMc 

Greenish Grass-dart 

4/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

3 in garden. 

TFI 

Imperial Jezebel 

15/11/14 

Otways, east of Yaugher, 
Thompsons Tk/Kents Rd 

2 flying around shrubs on edge of road. 

HSc, LBr 

Spotted Jezebel 

30/10/14 

Friday camp ground, Brisbane 
Ranges 

1 possibly 2 floating around the tree tops. 

TFI, GMc 

Caper White 

26/10/14 

Flappy Valley car park Long 
Forest 

1 

MHe, 

DHe 


29/10/14 

Grey St Bacchus Marsh 

1 

MHe, 

DHe 


29/10/14 

You Yangs near Stockyards 
car park 

2 individuals about 25 m apart, flitting about and 
landing on flowering Prostanthera nivea. 

HSc, LBr 


30/10/14 

Deakin University grounds 
Waurn Ponds 

1 

CFr 


30/10/14 

Along Durdiwarrh/Steiglitz Rd 

2 

TFI, GMc 


30/10/14 

Durdiwarrh (north) reservoir 
car park 

1 

TFI, GMc 


31/10/14 

Pt Lonsdale, main street 

Many, feeding on Prostanthera etc. 

TFI 


09/11/14 

Lerderderg River, 2 km East of 
Bacchus Marsh 

1 

MHe, 

DHe 


15/11/14 

Otways, east of Yaugher, 
Thompsons Rk/KentsRd 

2 flying around shrubs at end of road. 

HSc, LBr 

Cabbage White 

30/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

A few scattered throughout. 

TFI, GMc 


04/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

5 in garden. 

TFI 

Varied Sword-grass 
Brown 

15/11/14 

Otways, east of Yaugher, off 
Kents Rd 

2 near Gahnia and other shrubs on edge of road. 

HSc, LBr 

Common Brown 

31/10/14 

Flighton 

8 males on different plants in garden, a couple 
still around at 7.00 p.m., warm evening. 

JN 


03/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

2 males in garden. 

TFI 


08/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

First 2 females for season, 1 in garden, 1 
sheltering from the heat in car port. 

TFI 


11/11/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Many 

MHe, 

DHe 


22/11/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 male at 12.30 p.m., flying about garden, 
another at 4.30 p.m. sunning itself with folded 
wings on my car. 

VWD 

Australian Painted Lady 

29/10/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

6+, several sightings, sunning on the ground or 
flying. 5.30 p.m. 

BML 


30/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

A few worn specimens throughout. 

TFI, GMc 


04/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

3 in garden. 

TFI 

Common Grass-blue 

06/11/14 

Steiglitz 

About a dozen feeding on capeweed. 

TFI, GMc 


sedges to bask in the sun with their wings open. The 
Sword-grass Brown is only slightly smaller than the 
Common Brown. The Caper Whites here have so far 
shown no real migratory tendencies. 

Observers: 

BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DHe, Dean 
Flewish; GMc, Gordon McCarthy: FISc; Flelen Schofield; 
JN, John Newman; LBr, Lance Brequet; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher; VWD, Valda Dedman. 
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Butterfly report 
December 2014-January 2015 


Valda Dedman 


D uring December there were Common Brown males 
everywhere, then they disappeared during the colder, 
wetter weather. The most unusual observation was of all 
those males sipping on fermenting gum sap. Xenicas 
were spotted and a Sword-grass Brown. Many Common 
Grass-blues and Greenish Grass-darts and an interesting 
sighting of a Splendid Ochre in the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens, surely the place to go if you want to see 
butterflies, though your own back yard can be good, too. 


Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh, 
GMc,Gordon McCarthy: GP, Graeme Possingham; 
GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; HSc, Helen 
Schofield: JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; 

JPo, Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; PKw, 
Penne Kwiat; TFI, Tom Fletcher; VWD, Valda Dedman. 


December to January Butterflies 


Splendid Ochre 

11/01/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 at 9.00 a.m. feeding on white flowers in middle section of 
garden. 

DTy 

Greenish Grass-dart 

23/11/14 

Barwon Heads 

Most days 2 to 6 at least 2, up to 6 in garden. 

PKw 


30/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

A couple in garden during November. 

TFI 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 

JPo, GP 

Imperial Jezebel 

22/11/14 

Wensleydale 

1 spending most of afternoon around outer canopy of garden 
eucalypts. 

JN 

Caper White 

22/11/14 

Wensleydale 

1 at 3.00 p.m. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

22/11/14 

Wensleydale 

3 at 3.00 p.m. 

JN 


29/11/14 

Wooloomanata 

2 at 2.30 p.m. 

JN 


30/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Present in garden during November. 

TFI 


09/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Present. 

JPo 


13/12/14 

Highton 

Several in courtyard. 

JN 


17/01/15 

Buckley Falls area 

2 flying. 

GFNC 

Varied Sword-grass 

12/12/14 

Seaview Track Bambra 

1 on Rose-leaf bramble bush, photographed. 

JH 

Brown 

Ringed Xenica 

27/12/14 

Ironbark Basin, Pt Addis 

1 fluttering around, alighted on fungus protruding from 
acacia, rested there for a while. 

CFr 


31/12/14 

Anglesea 

Several. 

JPo, GP 

Marbled Xenica 

30/11/14 

Butchers Rd corner, 

1 just flying around. Few flowers out, apart from daisy 

HSc 



Brisbane Ranges 

bushes. 


Common Brown 

22/11/14 

Wensleydale 

6+ males at 3.00 p.m. 

JN 


23/11/14 

Barwon Heads 

2+ in garden most days from 22/10, photographed. 

PKw 


29/11/14 

You Yangs Visitors 

Centre 

4 males at 3.30 p.m. 

JN 


30/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Present in garden during November. 

TFI 


09/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Both male & female. 

JPo 


13/12/14 

You Yangs northwest planta¬ 

1 female and 30 males feeding on fermenting sap in vertical 

TFI, GMc 



tion on Great Circle Drive 

crack in two gums, photographed. 



13/12/14 

Highton 

2 females, 3+ males in courtyard. 

JN 


16/12/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

2+ males in garden, 1 later sheltering under eaves from rain. 

VWD 


17/12/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 male sunning on window frame. 

VWD 


19/12/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

Many males all around garden, often together on Diosma. 

VWD 


19/12/14 

Wandana Heights 

10 actively feed on flowering Burgan in garden in morning. 

LPh 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Many. 

JPo, GP 


31/12/14 

Anglesea 

Many. 

JPo, GP 


17/01/15 

Buckley Falls area 

6-8 males flying around flowering moonah and near steps. 

GFNC 


19/01/15 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 male flying in garden. 

VWD 

Meadow Argus 

04/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 

JPo 


09/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

2+, photographed. 

JPo 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

2 

JPo, GP 

Australian Painted 

23/11/14 

Barwon Heads 

2 most days in garden, 3 larvae feeding on native 

PKw 

Lady 

13/12/14 

Highton 

daisies a couple of weeks ago. 

1 in courtyard. 

JN 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 

JPo, GP 

Yellow Admiral 

23/11/14 

Barwon Heads 

1 in garden most days. 

PKw 


09/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 

JPo 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

3 

JPo, GP 

Monarch 

30/11/14 

Lake Lome Drysdale 

1 flew from east end of island easterly over the lake. 

TFI 

Common Grass-blue 

30/11/14 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

A few in garden during November. 

TFI 


09/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Present in courtyard. 

JPo 


27/12/14 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

3 

JPo, GP 


04/01/15 

Verner St, East Geelong 

5 flying around backyard garden, landing and sunning. 

DTy 
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Brisbane Ranges fauna survey 
11-14 December 2014 

All trapping carried out in accordance with the conditions of ourWSIAEC permit 27.12 and DSE permit 10006519. 

Trevor Pescott 


Location 

We set harp traps at five different localities in the southern 
section of the Brisbane National Park. 

The vegetation varied between the sites, but it was mainly 
dry sclerophyll forest typical of this section of the ranges. 

Weather 

Some rain fell on Thursday 11 December in the morning, 
but otherwise it was fine and warm. 

Elliott traps and cameras 

Neither used in this survey. 

Funnel traps 

Four funnels were set along one drift fence which consisted 
of three sections each five metres long, total 15 m. The site 
was on the west side of Switch Road opposite Aqueduct 
Track. 

Results 

Garden Skink L. guichenoti: four caught including one small 
individual. 

Harp traps 

Site 1. Anakie Gorge, 12/12/14. Harp set across the walking 
track between the picnic area and the first creek crossing, 
under a canopy of Manna Gum, Long-leaved Box, Red 
Stringybark and Black Wattle. 

(GPS 55 2590804E, 5806017N, alt. 186 m) 

Results: 24 Little Forest Bats (9M/15F). 

Site 2. New Year Track, 12/12/14. Harp set beside a large 
fire dam under a canopy of Yellow Gums. 

(GPS 55 252685E, 5807645N, alt 349 m) 

Results: nothing caught. 

Site 3. Manna Gum Track, 13/12/14. Harp set across the 
track through regenerating Manna Gums. 

(GPS 55 253617E, 5808946N, alt 372 m) 

Results: 7 Little Forest Bats (4M/3F) 

1 Lesser Long-eared Bat (-M/1F) 


Site 4. Disused aqueduct east of Stony Creek Road, 
13/12/14 and 14/12/14. Harp set across the brick-lined 
aqueduct. (GPS 55 254822E, 5810178N, alt 350 m) 

Results: nothing caught. 

Site 5. Waterhole Track off Lease Road, 14/12/14. Harp set 
across the track through mature and regenerating 
eucalypts, in an area that had been inundated but was now 
dry. (GPS 55 252602E, 5809109N, alt 365 m) 

Results: 1 Little Forest Bat (1M/-F) 

1 Chocolate Wattled Bat (1M/-F) 


Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna 
Sugar Glider 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Black (Swamp) Wallaby 
Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Lesser Long-eared Bat 
Little Forest Bat 

European Rabbit 

Diggings noted. 

Heard calling at night. 

Several seen. 

Several seen. 

One caught. 

One caught. 

32 caught. 

Scats, diggings noted. 

Other fauna 

House centipede 

Lycid sp. Beetle 

Jewel beetle 

Black weevil 

Common Brown Butterfly 
Yellow Admiral Butterfly 
Planarian sp. 

One in funnel trap. 

Many on flowering Burgan {Kunzea 
ericoides). 

At least one yellow and black 
individual on Burgan. 

One at Anakie Gorge. 

Abundant. 

Several seen. 

Several under rocks at Anakie 

Gorge. 


Herps 

Pobblebonk Frog 

Several heard. 

Garden Skink (L. guichenoti) 

Many seen, 4 caught. 

White’s Skink 

One seen. 

Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 

One seen. 

Red-bellied Black Snake 

One road-killed. 
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Birds 

Common Bronzewing 

Red Wattlebird 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Galah 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

Sulphur-crested cockatoo 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Musk Lorikeet 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Crimson Rosella 

Golden Whistler 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Rufous Whistler 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Grey Currawong 

White-throated Tree-creeper 

Grey Fantail 

Superb Fairy-wren 

White-winged Chough 

Speckled Warbler 

Scarlet Robin 

Brown Thornbill 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

Striated Thornbill 

Silvereye 

Spotted Pardalote 

Welcome Swallow 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Red-browed Finch 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

Diamond Firetail 

European Goldfinch 


as mid-October and young are usually independent by 
December or January (Menkhorst 1995). 

A Yellow-faced Honeyeater nest, with three eggs, was found 
in the outer foliage of a Long-leaved Box, overhanging the 
path through Anakie Gorge on 12 December. 

Thanks 

We gratefully acknowledge Parks Victoria for allowing us to 
carry out the survey in the National Park. 

Thanks to Colin Cook for suggesting suitable trapping sites, 
to Grace for compiling the bird list, and to all who 
assisted in the survey—Brett, Wendy, Kristen, Guy, Chrissy, 
Shona, and Tracey. 

Reference 

Menkhorst, Peter W. (ed.) (1995) Mammals of Victoria, 

OUP, Melbourne. 


Comments 

Undoubtedly the highlight was the discovery of a large 
(1.3 m) Red-bellied Black Snake on 11 December. 
Sadly it had been run over by a vehicle travelling ahead 
of us on the Geelong-Ballan Road, 150 m east of 
Butchers Road. It was still alive when we found it, but it 
had substantial injuries to its mid-section and died 
shortly after we removed it from the road. 

There are very few records of the species in the 
Brisbane Ranges; we were not equipped to retain it as 
a specimen, but the photographs taken will be useful in 
confirming its presence here. 

The female Lesser Long-eared Bat had two well- 
developed nipples: females give birth to twins as early 


Red-bellied Black Snake (road-killed). Brisbane Ranges, Dec 2014. 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Next fauna surveys 


You Yangs 

5-8 February 2015 

This is, to some extent, a continuation of the surveys we 
carried out early in 2014 which were terminated by 
extreme weather. This time the area being investigated is 
in the north-east corner. We will have the cameras, 
possibly funnel traps, as well as the harp traps to set and 
collect. 

The meeting place is the Drysdales Road carpark. 

You will need to drive along Little River Ripley Road (a 
continuation of Farrars Road) and then turn left onto 
Drysdales Road. Access is /?of through the park but 
around to the north-east corner. 

Thursday 5 February: 1.00 p.m. meet at the Drysdales 
Road carpark. 

Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February: 8.00 a m. meet at the 
Drysdales Road carpark. 


Floating Islands 

5-8 March 2015 

It is back to the Stony Rises and the Floating Islands 
Reserve for the autumn survey there. 

We will concentrate on harp trapping, but, unless it is too 
hot, we can do some Elliott trapping as well. 

There will also be the opportunity to undertake some 
random searching under scattered roofing iron and other 
material lying on the ground. This is a rich source of 
reptiles and invertebrates. 

Thursday 5 March: 1.00 p.m. meet at the large carpark 
on Princes highway about 20 km west of Colac. 

Friday 6 to Sunday 8 March: 8.00 a m. meet as above. 
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Additions to the iibrary—February 2015 


Lorraine Phelan 



A Guide to the Spiders of Australia, Volker 
Framenau, Barbara Baehr & Paul Zborowski, 
2014 

[595.44 FRA] 



WHERE 
G 
N 


Where Song Began, Tim Low, 
2014 

[598.0994 LOW] 



Albatross, Graham Barwell, 2014 
[598.42 BAR] 


The Otways: Flora, Fauna, Conservation, 
Management, Deakin University 
Conference papers, 2000 
[919.475 OTW] 



Great Egrets with Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Reedy Lake. Dec 2104. Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Clean Up Australia Day 

Sunday 1 March 2015, 9.00-11.00 a.m. 

Bird hide, Jerringot Reserve, Belmont 

(Melway 452 A11) 

It’s on again, the war against cigarette butts, polystyrene foam and non-decomposing CoGG parking tickets, not to 
mention the bottles, plastic and takeaway food containers! Flelp us keep the wetlands free of things that don’t do the 
digestive systems of our waterbirds any good. 

We’re listed on the website, which may bring us a few visitors as it has done in past years, but we still need a solid 
team of field nats as well. 

Bring: Gloves, sturdy footwear or gumboots, hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, water, and of course the mandatory 
field nats morning cuppa. 

Leader: Deborah Evans, ph. 5243 8687 and 0424 292 447 on the day. 
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GFNC excursion 

Barwon River upstream of Buckiey Fails 
17 January 2015 

Deborah Evans 


T his year we walked the stretch of the Barwon upstream of 
Buckley Falls, but on the south bank, opposite where we’d 
walked last year. New members Richard and Margaret Alcorn 
joined us, and we were accompanied by Lance Breguet and 
Helen Schofield who have been working extensively along 
this area, planting and maintaining with the Friends of Buckley 
Falls volunteers, who did major plantings four or five years 
ago. We had ideal weather for walking with only a few 
sprinkles of rain, but it was cool and windy enough to keep the 
butterfly count down noticeably. 

The upstream walk was on a clear but 
unmade path with one or two awkward 
patches that made at least one 
person grateful they’d brought their 
walking stick. We had good views of 
the paper mill aqueduct on the north 
bank that we’d walked along last year 
and found a few of the remaining 
stretches of stonework marking where 
water had been taken off on the south 
side for the flour mill (now 
demolished). 

This stretch of the river is 
unquestionably one of the most 
beautiful and an excellent place to see 
the Barwon’s many aquatic and 
semi-aquatic plants, with Purple 
Loosestrife L^hrum salicaria and Slender Knotweed 
Persicaria decipiens turning on quite a display and the tiny 
fan-like flowers of Shiny Swamp-mat Sellieria radicans poking 
out along the river’s edge. 

Lance and Helen pointed out the main areas where they’ve 
been planting and some of the spots where they’ve had 
difficulty getting plants to establish, such as the rockier areas 
or the sandy alluvial patches which dry out very quickly in 
summer. They’ve planted a variety of indigenous trees and 
shrubs, but have found the smaller plants such as ground- 
covers less worthwhile as they are more susceptible to rabbits 
and weed competition. Some of these, such as Flowering 
Cockspur Plectranthus parviflorus, can be seen in the small 
garden beds at the carpark, and the saltbushes such as 
Rhagodias and Einadia nutans have established well in some 
places along the track. One of Helen’s favourites is Pimelia 
glauca which flowers for four months when nothing else does. 
Natural revegetation is also taking place with the Silver 



Water Skink Eulamphrus tympanum. Buckley 


Falls. Jan 2015. 


Wattles maintaining themselves by suckering and a small 
‘copse’ of River Red Gums that have come up since the last 
flood. 

Although we didn’t see any Crested Shrike-tits as we did last 
year, there were 54 bird species seen, with some of the 
highlights being the Great Egret fishing on Baum’s Weir. 
Silvereyes feeding a young one and Red-browed finches 
carrying grass to a nest. 


Our return path took us along the edge of 
the 150 m buffer zone between the new 
housing development and the river where 
the Friends of Buckley Falls and Lance 
and Helen have been planting and then 
along the bike path round the planned 
‘open space’ area of Mt Brandon and back 
down the gully to the river at the point 
where the old pumping station used to be. 
The magnificently flowering Moonah there 
has been estimated as 300 to 400 years 
old and was a major drawcard for the 
butterflies. 

Thanks to Rod Lowther for organising the 
excursion and to Helen and Lance for 
identifying the various plants they’ve been 
putting in and for their untiring efforts to 
help re-establish indigenous vegetation 
along this beautiful stretch of our river. 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


General observations 

Butterflies 

A small number only—8 male Common Browns, 2 
Cabbage Whites. 

Molluscs 

We passed a few collections of shells down near the river 
whose origins were not clear. A handful of small aboriginal 
middens have been identified along this stretch but most of 
the shells we found seemed far too small. They may have 
been one of the small freshwater bivalve mollusc species or 
have been deposited with shell grit at some point. The 
handful of mussel shells we found were probably Velesunio 
ambiguous, which is relatively common in the Barwon, though 
we didn’t collect an example to confirm. 


Bird list compiled by Craig Morley 


Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Australian Wood Duck 

1 

Brown Goshawk 

2 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

16 

House Sparrow 

6 

Grey Teal 

3 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

1 

Red Wattlebird 

8 

European Goldfinch 

12 

Chestnut Teal 

6 

Little Eagle 

1 

New Holland Honeyeater 

10 

Common Greenfinch 

8 

Pacific Black Duck 

9 

Nankeen Kestrel 

2 

Grey Shrike-Thrush 

3 



Spotted Dove 

1 

Brown Falcon 

1 

Australian Magpie 

6 



Crested Pigeon 

4 

Purple Swamphen 

2 

Pied Currawong 

5 



Australasian Darter 

2 

Dusky Moorhen 

10 

Grey Fantail 

5 



Little Pied Cormorant 

2 

Eurasian Coot 

3 

Willie Wagtail 

3 



Great Cormorant 

1 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

Little Raven 

2 



Little Black Cormorant 

1 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

8 

Magpie-lark 

6 



Eastern Great Egret 

1 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

2 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

4 



White-faced Heron 

5 

Red-rumped Parrot 

20 

Silvereye 

10 



Nankeen Night-Heron 

1 

Superb Fairy-wren 

16 

Welcome Swallow 

4 



Australian White Ibis 

14 

White-browed Scrubwren 

7 

Tree Martin 

5 



Straw-necked Ibis 

19 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

8 

Common Blackbird 

2 



Black-shouldered Kite 

1 

Brown Thornbill 

6 

Common Myna 

4 



Whistling Kite 

2 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

1 

Red-browed Finch 

25 
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Flowering and fruiting plants 

List compiled by Flelen Schofield and Richard Alcorn 

Acacia implexa 

Lightwood 

Flowering. 

Atriplex semibaccatta 

Berry Saltbush 

Berries. 

Austrodanthonia sp. 

Wallaby grass 

Seeding. 

Austrostipa sp. 

Spear grass 

Seeding. 

Bulbine bulbosa 

Bulbine Lily 

Flowering. 

Bursaria spinosa subsp. spinosa 

Sweet Bursaria 

Flowering. 

Calystegia sepium 

Large Bindweed 

Flowering well in the rapids. 

Correa reflexa 

Common Correa 

Flowering. 

Einadia nutans 

Nodding Saltbush 

Berries. 

Enchylaena tomentosa 

Ruby Saltbush 

Berries. 

Goodenia ovata 

Hop Goodenia 

Flowering. 

Lobelia alata 

Angled Lobelia 

Flowering in wetter places. 

Lythrum salicaria 

Purple Loosestrife 

Flowering in wet marsh at river's edge. 

Melaleuca lanceolata 

Moonah 

Some old specimens flowering near Falls. 

Mellcytus dentata 

Tree Violet 

Some bushes fruiting heavily. 

Persicarla decipiens 

Slender Knotweed 

Flowering in wetter places. 

Plectranthus pan/iflorus 

Cockspur 

Several plants with purple flowers at upper car park. 

Rhagodia candolleana 

Seaberry Saltbush 

Berries. 

Selliera radicans 

Shiny Swamp-mat 

Flowering in wet marsh at river's edge. 

Solanum laciniatum 

Large Kangaroo Apple 

Fruiting. 

Typha domingensis 

Narrow-leaf Cumbungi 

Flowering in wetter places. 



Baby Silvereye. Was being fed by parent birds. Buckley Falls, Jan Eastern Great Egret catching fish. Baum Weir, Buckley Falls. Jan 2015 

2015. Photo: Barry Lingham Photo: Barry Lingham 


SWIFFT (State Wide Integrated Flora and Fauna Teams) 

Video Conference 
Thursday 5 February 2015 
9.45 a.m.-12.00 p.m. 

Freshwater Fishes of Victoria and South Australia 

The SWIFFT conferences take place four times a year and are open to the public. 
They cover a wide range of interesting and stimulating topics. 

Please RSVP if you wish to attend—contact Ian Smith 0407 803 115 

Further details about guest speakers and topics can be found on the SWIFFT website: 
http://www.swifft.net.au/cb_pages/new_agenda_items.php 

Venue: DELWP State Offices, 4th Floor, Little Malop St, Geelong 

(opposite Johnson’s Park) 
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Bird observations 

November, December 2014-January 2015 

John Newman, Craig Morley and Rod Lowther 


ince the November 2014 Bird Group meeting there have 
been more than 850 records of bird observations submitted. 
This is a truly amazing effort and thank you to all the observers 
and contributors. Your efforts continue to build a valuable picture 
of the birdlife of the Geelong region. Only about 120 can be 
included in this report. 

From this immense list several stand out as particularly 
noteworthy. Records from the decommissioned Avalon Saltworks 
site show a much better array of migratory waders in higher 
numbers this summer than in previous recent counts. Similarly the 
Mud Islands survey results show what an important breeding site 
it is for tern and ibis species as well as roosting and feeding 
habitat for waders. 

The Brisbane Ranges record of a White-throated Nightjar is a 
welcome one for this seldom reported species. Fork-tailed Swifts 
over Lake Victoria reflect a species that have been very scarce 


this season also. As water has been pumped back into the 
Moolap Saltworks ponds after a disappointing dry 
period, Geelong’s iconic Banded Stilts have returned with 
Avocets. The Terek Sandpiper at Barwon Estuary and the Wood 
Sandpiper at Hospital Swamp are local rarities. 

Pleasingly the passerine species have not been ignored this past 
few months either. Eastern Koels have continued to be reported 
over the summer from numerous locations. A 
Dollarbird and a White-throated Gerygone both seen at the You 
Yangs on the same day were a special treat for Geelong birders 
as was the breeding record of White-browed Woodswallows. 
Brown Treecreepers at Anakie Reserve were a 
welcome sight on the Challenge Bird Count as this species 
continues to just hang on post bushfires and habitat loss. 

Satin Flycatchers are a much anticipated spring-summer breeding 
migrant and there have been many sightings in 
numerous locations over this period also. 



Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Austraiasian Grebe 

6 

27/12/14 

Eastern Pk 

Stormwater Harvesting Lake. 2 ads regularly observed over several 
months. 4 yg observed sitting undercover of reeds, briefly venturing onto 
open water when ad approached with food. 1st confirmed breeding 
record for sp at site. 

DTy 


6 

10/01/15 

Eastern Pk 

Stormwater Harvesting Lake. Ad on nest, 2nd ad and 4 juvs, with stripy 
heads, from previous breeding event; on main pond. 

CMo, DTy 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

1 

17/11/14 

Connewarre 

The Minya. Billabong. Surface feeding only, pecking at surface of water 
over 2 hr. Not seen diving. Observer has not seen this behaviour from sp 
before. 

TFI 

White-throated 

2 

18/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

NE section; plateau. Hd, then 2 seen hawking. 

eB 

Nightjar 






Austraiian 

1 

13/12/14 

Gherang 

Gerang Gerung BR. Single bird calling, 10 p.m. 

JN 

Owiet-nightjar 






Fork-taiied Swift 

6 

08/01/15 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. With Welcome Swallows. 

AHn 

Short-taiied 

10 000 

17/01/15 

Point Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. Incoming tide. Streaming past at ~100/min for 2 hr. 

AHn 

Shearwater 






Cattie Egret 

8 

18/11/14 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. Perched in roost tree, late afternoon. 

TFI 

Littie Egret 

13 

01/01/15 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. Also 12, 25/12/14. 

PKw 


7 

20/12/14 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd/Alcoa wetlands. IncI several feeding in ponds. At least 2 
with nuptial plumes. Also perched on barrier. 

CMo, DTy 


14 

03/01/15 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd/Alcoa wetlands. Some with nuptial plumes. 

CMo, DTy 

Giossy Ibis 

4 

05/01/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Feeding with Swamphens. Also 12, 07/01/2015. 

PKw 

Austraiian White Ibis 

100s 

23/11/14 

Mud Islands 

Breeding colony was not approached. 

JBI FoMI 

Straw-necked Ibis 

1000s 

23/11/14 

Mud Islands 

Breeding colony was not approached. 

JBI FoMI 

Royai Spoonbiii 

8 

23/11/14 

Mud Islands 


JBI FoMI 

Yeiiow-biiied 

40 

29/11/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

GD 

Spoonbiii 







30+ 

07/01/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Mixed flock with Royal Spoonbill. 

PKw 

White-beiiied 

Sea-Eagie 

1 

25/11/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. Ad making low passes over ibis rookery. Many White and 
Straw-necked Ibis in frenzy circling OH. Sea-Eagle continually harrassed 
by Swamp Harriers. Driven off towards SW cnr. 

DTy 

Coiiared 

Sparrowhawk 

1 

31/12/14 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. Perched in treed verge, 7.10 a.m. Probably yg - 
awkward and unsteady movement from branch to branch. Sp regularly 
observed in area in recent past. 

DTy 


1 + 

08/01/15 

Geelong North 

Grace McKellar Centre. Ad F with prey in talons glided into treed area, 
perched in suspected nest-tree, and began calling. 

DTy 

Peregrine Faicon 


20/12/14 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd/Alcoa wetlands. Begging juv back at nest-site after fledging 
on 11/11/14. Ads not observed. 

CMo, DTy 

Broiga 

2 

20/12/14 

St Albans Pk 

Coppards Rd. Nr end of rd. M and F feeding and preening in paddock 
beside rd, 7.30 p.m. Pr observed in general location on previous 
occasion. 

DTy 

Buff-banded Raii 

6 

20/12/14 

Balyang 

Sanctuary 

2 ads with at least 4 tiny fluffy black yg. 1 yg whipped away by passing 
Purple Swamphen; 2nd Swamphen, passing by with another yg Rail 
close by, keenly chased away by both ad Rails. Snatched baby Rail 
taken short distance and left motionless in shallow water, picked up and 
taken out of sight by 2nd Swamphen. 

CMo, DTy 

Biack-taiied 

8 

22/11/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

PKw 

Native-hen 






Dusky Moorhen 

P 

06/12/14 

Wallington 

Bellarine Hwy. 0.7 km W of Grubb Rd. Many, various ages: balls of fluff, 
1/2 grown to full grown juvs and ads. In table drain along hwy adj to farm 
dam with extensive reed cover. 

TFI, SLW 
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Banded Stilt 

1446 

17/01/15 

Avalon Saltworks 


SWC 


600+ 

24/11/14 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. 3 flocks each -200. Feeding frenzy after heavy rains. 

AHi 


430 

02/12/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

NE section. Surface feeding. 

TFI 


700+ 

30/12/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Roosting and preening in one pond. Also 3 Avocets. 

AHi 

Pacific Golden 

14 

24/11/14 

Black Rock 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. 

PKw 

Plover 

13 

07/12/14 

Black Rock 

42W. Blue Rocks. Roosting on rocky shelves. 

AHi 


28 

11/01/15 

Black Rock 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. Very difficult to get accurate total at 
distance as they moved among rocks. 12.20 p.m., 2 flocks 14, 14+, took off 
and flew to W around point as tide was rising. 

CMo 


23 

02/12/14 

Blue Rocks 

Blue Rocks. Loafing on rocks with 3 Ruddy Turnstones, -100 Red-necked 
Stints. 

GGt 

Banded Lapwing 

2 

18/11/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Black Rock/Blue Rocks area. On beach with 20+ Masked Lapwings. 

GGt 


5 

02/12/14 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. IncI 2 ads with at least 2 small runners. 3 small runners 
(11/12/14). 

CMo 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

21/11/14 

Bacchus Marsh 

Ad sitting in centre of vacant lot with short grass, mate very aggressive to 
passersby, 21/11 and 23/11/14. Usually breed earlier at location in winter to 
early spring. 

MHe, DHe 


4 

13/12/14 

Bacchus Marsh 

Pr with two small downy yg. Late breeding. Different pr to that reported nest¬ 
ing on 21-23/11/14. 

MHe, DHe 

Latham's Snipe 

2 

20/12/14 

Balyang Sanctu- 

1 standing motionless amongst vegetation at water's edge, 2nd in flight. 

CMo, DTy 


5 

28/12/14 

dry 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot. Flying/landing in grassed swamp area opp bird hide, 6 - 6.40 p.m. 

DTy 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

91 

16/12/14 

Barwon Estuary 


GD 


40 

23/11/14 

Mud Islands 


JBI FoMI 

Eastern Curlew 

3 

06/12/14 

Barwon Estuary 

Ocean Grove. Very shy. Feeding in mudflats with Curlew Sandpipers and 
Bar-tailed Godwits. 

AHi 

Terek Sandpiper 

1 

15/12/14 

Barwon Estuary 

Also 1 on 16/12/14. Complete description provided. 

GD 

Wood Sandpiper 

1 

09/01/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Smaller than Marsh Sandpiper and spotted. 

CMo, RLw 

Red-necked Stint 

2307 

27/12/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

IncI Snake Island (ponds 187, foreshore 175). 

SWC 


1499 

17/01/15 

Avalon Saltworks 

IncI Snake Island (1312). 

SWC 


1500 

15/01/15 

Barwon Estuary 


GD 

Sharp-tailed 

132 

27/12/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

IncI Snake Island (ponds 20, foreshore 18). 

SWC 

Sandpiper 






80 

07/12/14 

Ocean Grove 

Boat Ramp. Roosting under mangroves. 2 groups of 40+. 

AHi 

Curlew Sandpiper 

334 

27/12/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

IncI Snake Island (ponds 84, foreshore 14). 

SWC 


715 

8/12/14 

Barwon Estuary 


GD 


470 

15/01/15 

Barwon Estuary 


GD 

Painted 

Button-quail 

2 

27/12/14 

Ironbark Basin 

Ads moving about in scrub. 

CFr 

Arctic Jaeger 

2 

20/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd. Gliding in thermal over saltmarsh. 1 with extended central 
tailfeathers. 

DTy 

Fairy Tern 

70+ 

17/12/14 

Mud Islands 

Some chicks hatching, most sitting on eggs. Nesting on same sand island to 
SW as Caspian Terns. 

VWSG 

Caspian Tern 

64 

17/12/14 

Mud Islands 

25 prs nesting on newly-emerged sand island off SW shore. 8 chicks band¬ 
ed, 12/11; further 6 banded and 4 nests with eggs on 17/12/14. 

VWSG 

Whiskered Tern 

1 

25/11/14 

Banwon River 

Newtown. Ad flying roughly in figures of 8 and diving into water for small 
prey, 7.15 a.m. Unusual to see terns in this area. 

CFr 


200 

10/01/15 

Pt Henry 

Coho Bay. Cuter Harbour. Cffshore. Gathering over water and feeding. 

CMo, DTy 


80 

10/01/15 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd. Alcoa wetlands. Cver ponds. Many more offshore. 

CMo, DTy 


90+ 

24/11/14 

Swan Bay W 

Swan Bay jetty. Car pk. Roosting and preening. 

AHi 

Crested Tern 

4657 

17/12/14 

Mud Islands 

1800 prs nesting. 200 chicks banded on 12/11; further 857 banded on 
17/12/14. 

VWSG 

Yellow-tailed 

7 

18/12/14 

Banwon Heads 

Banwon Heads Primary School. 

GD 

Black-cockatoo 

3 

07/12/14 

Bellbrae 

Nortons Rd/Vickerys Rd. Flying through. 

per CMo, 

BL 


1 

29/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Durdidwarrah, S Reservoir. Hd. 

CBC 


2 

14/12/14 

Geelong East 

Verner St. Hd then seen flying CH, SW - NE, 9.00 a.m. 

DTy 


8 

30/11/14 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. E end. Flying N, then E. 

TFI 


3 

05/01/15 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. 

TFI 


3 

07/12/14 

Ocean Grove NR 


BML 


15 

22/12/14 

Ocean Grove NR 


GD, TP, 

GL 

CFr 


4 

31/12/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Flying low over sand dunes. Early evening. 


1 

01/01/15 

Wallington 

Wallington Rd. At least 1 hd. 

CMo 


5 

17/12/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Flying back and forth over campus, 11.00 a.m. -12.00 

nonn 

CFr 


4 

03/12/14 

Weering 

1 lUUI 1. 

Flying low overhead among tree tops. 

AHi 


3 

13/12/14 

Winchelsea 

Princes Hwy/McConachys Rd. Flying N across hwy. 

CMo 

Little Lorikeet 

5 

15/12/14 

Bacchus Marsh 

Flying over, calling. 

MHe 


7 

09/12/14 

Grovedale 

Mathews Rd. Flew from flowering eucalypt in suburban st, circled several 
times calling and settled in adjacent eucalypt. 

JN 


P 

12/11/14 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. Small flocks to 01/12/14. Max 5 in Lemon-scented Gum, 
18/11/14. 

TFI 

Blue-winged Parrot 

2+ 

22/11/14 

Anglesea 

Gundrys Rd/Forest Rd. Prwith at least 1 fluffy nestling in fencepost. 

AW 

Eastern Koel 

1 

07/01/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Hd calling, 2 - 3 p.m. Also hd early am previous few days. 

JPo 


1 

7/11/14 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Hd, 7.30-08.00 a.m. Subsequent occasions in vicinity, hd only: 
08/11 7.15 a.m, 6.40 p.m.; 15/11 5 p.m.; 26/11 7.35 a.m.; 11/12 6:53 a.m.; 
17/12 9:40 a.m.; 19/12 7.10 a.m., 7.20 a.m., 7:45 a.m., 8.50 a.m.; 20/12 
07.15 a.m., 8.25 a.m.; 21/12, from several sites in vicinity, 7:12 a.m., 7:20 
a.m., 7:45 a.m., 8:40 a.m.; 22/12 , from two sites, 7:13 a.m., 8:08 a.m.; 

25/12 8 p.m.; 31/12 7:23 a.m. 

VWD 
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Eastern Koel 

1 

13/12/14 

Highton 

Single bird calling 6.15 a.m. 

JN 


1 

24/12/14 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Single bird calling, 8 p.m. 

JN 


2 

25/12/14 

Highton 

Harrison Ct. Ad F in garden, chased from roost to roost by Red Wattlebirds. 
Hd 'koel' call of M at same time; so pr present. Call hd in area for several 
days since 22/12/14. 

GP 


1 

26/12/14 

Highton 

Roslyn Rd. Calling 6.30 a.m. from area of Moreton Bay Figs. 

JN 


1 

2/01/15 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Hd 8.13 a.m., 8.43 a.m. 

VWD 


1 

12/01/15 

Moggs Ck 

Call reminsicent of sp hd by local resident in previous wk. 

per JPo 


1 

16/01/15 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Hd 11.10 a.m. Not hd at location since 02/01/15. Is it same 
bird returned from Moggs Creek or hd in Botanic Gardens? Usually heard 
early morning or evening at this location, never seen. 

VWD 


1 

18/12/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Alarm call hd to W; 7.30 a.m. Also usual 'koel' call hd 

19/12/14 at same time from same direction. 

CMo 


1 

24/12/14 

Wandana Heights 

James Cook Dr. Hd only; 6.30 a.m. 

LPh 

Southern Boobook 

2 

04/01/15 

Gherang 

Gerang Gerung BR. Hd from different directions. 

CMo, JN, 
DTy 

Eastern Barn Owl 


15/01/15 

Armstrong Ck 

Surf Coast Hwy. Flying in SW direction across hwy, 10.30 p.m. Just S of 
new residential estate. 

GGt 


1 

23/11/14 

Mud Islands 

Found dead (photos). 

JBI FoMI 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

4 

29/11/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. 

CBC 


20 

11/01/15 

You Yangs 

W Plantation. 

AHn 

Dollarbird 

1 

05/01/15 

You Yangs 

East Flat. Ad perched high in dead tree for extended period of time. Seen 

CMo, JN, 





well and photographed. Stocky bird with stout red beak. 

DTy 

Brown Treecreeper 

3 

29/11/14 

Anakie 

Anakie Reserve. IncI 2 frequently visiting hollow in dead tree. 

CBC 

Speckled Warbler 

2 

13/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Lower Stony Ck. Vicinity. 

GD, TP, 
GL, CFr 


2 

23/01/15 

Eynesbury 


AHn 


2 

02/12/14 

You Yangs 

Stockyards. At least 2 seen, also singing. 

CMo, JBI 

White-throated 

1 

05/01/15 

You Yangs 

Gravel Pit Tor. Ad; first hd calling, then seen well at eye-level. 

CMo, JN, 

Gerygone 



DTy 

Singing Honeyeater 

1 

20/12/14 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd/Alcoa wetlands. Hd well. Confirmed with 2 seen 25/12/14. 1st 

CMo, 




record for sp at location regularly surveyed for 20+ yrs; per RGa. 

DTy; DTy 

Tawny-crowned 

2 

09/01/15 

Anglesea Heath 

Bald Hills Rd/Alcoa Boundary Tk cnr. Ethereal flutey call clearly hd several 

CMo, 

Honeyeater 




times. 

RLw 

Black-chinned 

1 

29/11/14 

Anakie 

Anakie Reserve. Seen and hd. 1st record of sp at location. 

CBC 

Honeyeater 





Spotted Quail 

1 

16/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Nelson Tk. Carrying food, possibly feeding yg. 

GLGFNC 

Thrush 

Varied Sittella 

2 

16/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Stony Ck PG. At least 2, 1 carrying food, possibly feeding yg. 

GLGFNC 

White-winged 

2 

29/11/14 

You Yangs 

W Plantation. Hd. 

CBC 

Triller 

1 

02/12/14 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd. Hd several times. 

CMo, JBI 

White-browed 

30 

02/12/14 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd. OH. 

CMo, JBI 

Woodswallow 





5 

05/01/15 

You Yangs 

East Flat. Ad M. 2 Ms and 2 Fs. M and F feeding downy recently fledged 

CMo, JN, 





juv. 

DTy 

Satin Flycatcher 

2 

09/01/15 

Anglesea 

Coalmine Rd. M and F. F putting finishing touches to almost completed 

CMo, 





nest. M brought Common Brown (butterfly) and briefly sat in nest, F flew 
away. 

RLw 


4 

28/12/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Cecil Tk. M and F feeding 2 fledglings in different trees. M also chased off 
Red Wattlebird numerous times. 

CFr 


2 

07/12/14 

Bambra 

Otway Forest Pk. Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Rd. At least 1 F seen well. 

per CMo, 

Rl 


1 

14/12/14 

Banwon Heads 

M. In garden for ~24 hr. Calling & feeding. Roosted overnight at end of thin 
branch in tall Callistemon. 

Dl_ 

PKw 


2 

29/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Stony Ck PG/Lower Stony Ck Reservoir. M calling at each site. 

CBC 


1 

22/11/14 

Ironbark Basin 

F flitting from branch to branch and calling. 

CFr 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

12/12/14 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley car pk. Coloured M. 

MHe, 






DHe 

Flame Robin 

1 

29/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Lower Stony Ck Reservoir. Brown bird singing. 

CBC 


4 

11/11/14 

You Yangs 

Western Plantation. Main car pk/horse area. Regrowth/regeneration after 
fire. Pr feeding recently fledged begging juvs. 

JH 


1 

11/01/15 

You Yangs 

W Plantation. Brown bird. Probably imm from breeding event in area in 
spring 14. 

AHn 

Fairy Martin 

25 

15/12/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Flock OH, flying SE into cool breeze; confident ID by 
repetitive short, dry, high-pitched call. 

CMo 

Tree Martin 

200 

22/11/14 

Connewarre 

Barwon Heads airport. Nearby. Over canola field. 

GD 


200 

10/01/15 

Connewarre 

Lake Rd. Amazing gathering on and over rd and adjacent stubble. At least 

CMo, 





50% or more juvs. Similar no on 11/01/15, but more dispersed. 

DTy: CMo 

Diamond Firetail 

1 

05/01/15 

You Yangs 

East Flat. Hd well. 

CMo, JN, 
DTy 


Observers: AHi, Andrea Carroll-Haigh; AHn, Angus Hartshorn; AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; 
CBC, Challenge Bird Count; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; eB, eBird; 
FoMI, Friends of Mud Islands; GD, Guy Dutson; GFNC, GFNC excursion; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Leweis; GP, Graham 
Possingham; JBI, John Barkla; JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jeny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RLw, Rod Lowther; SLW, Sandra Lee-Wood; SWC, Summer Wader Count; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 

TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman; VWSG, Victoria Water Studies Group 
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2015 Summer Wader Count 

Friday 6 February 

Moolap Salt Works—morning count (provided access 
permit granted) 

Saturday 7 February 

Lake Connewarre/Reedy Lake/Hospital Swamp— 
afternoon count. Also coastal sites around 
Breamlea 

Sunday 8th February 

Swan Bay and associated wetlands—morning count 

There are many sites to cover and beginners as well as 
experienced counters can be accommodated. Some 
sites are short, some long and more demanding. 
Transport can be provided where necessary. 

Contact: John Newman on 0409 955 313 or 5243 
8685 if you would like to be involved. 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 26 February 2015 
Lake Victoria, Point Lonsdale, Lonsdale 
Lakes State Nature Reserve 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. In the small carport at the end of Emily 
Street, Point Lonsdale. To get there take the Bellarine 
Highway towards Point Lonsdale, turn right into Fellows 
Road then right some time on into Emily Street. Once on 
the dirt road at end of Emily Street keep to the left until you 
reach the car park. Melways Map 499 G2. 

This will be an easy morning viewing waders and water 
birds on Lake Victoria. 

Finish: Around midday. Bring your lunch if you wish 
to stay on. 

Bring: Water, walking shoes or boots (easy flat path), 
and the usual others e.g. hat, sunscreen. 

A good place to get close-up views of waders so bring 
your telescope if you have one. 

Contact: David Boyle 0425 815 667 (mobile) 
or 5250 1039 (home). 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 15 February 2015 
Airey’s Inlet 

This excursion will explore the coast around Airey’s Inlet, 
including the beach, rock platforms, clifftops and estuary 
environments. The focus will be on the geology and 
fossils of the area, the marine life in the rock pools, and 
the bird life of the coastal zone. 

Meet: 9:30 a.m. at the car park overlooking Painkalac 
Estuary, located along Inlet Rd, Aireys Inlet (see map). 
Inlet Rd is off the Great Ocean Road—turn opposite the 
shops at the bottom of the hill. We will check the birds on 
the estuary then take a short walk to the beach. From 
here we will travel via Lighthouse Rd to the lighthouse 
car park. We will take the clifftop walk (easy) for 1 km, 
then descend stairs to return via the beach at low tide. 
We climb the many stairs back to the car park for lunch. 

After lunch, we will travel to Sunnymead Beach at 
Boundary Rd. Here we will explore the rock platform and 
check the rock pools. If the swell is low, it may be 
possible to snorkel in some of the pools. Finish around 
3:00 p.m. 

Bring: Children, lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather 
gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, towel. Footwear should 
be worn at all times on the rock platform (wetsuit boots, 
reef creepers, sandals or old running shoes). Bathers 


under-shorts/ pants and t-shirt to explore rock pools. 
Telescopes are handy to check for roosting waders. A 
change of dry clothes to keep in the car for the drive 
home. ‘Life on the Edge’ booklet. 



For more information contact: 

Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Mailing roster 

February: Jan Venters 
March: Joan & Tibor Korn 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

(( (( 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

u u 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2015 

3 General Meeting: Cameron Steele—Using the new GFNC 
website 

5- 8 Fauna survey: You Yangs 

6- 8 Summer wader count: John Newman 

10 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 
15 Excursion: Aireys Inlet, beach and rocky platforms 

18 Cadets: Meeting 

19 Bird Group: Hooded Plovers; Beach-nesting Birds 

26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Lake Victoria 


MARCH 2015 

1 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

3 General Meeting: Stephanie Suter—Role of aquatic fungi 
in forest ecology 

5-8 Fauna survey: Floating Islands 

10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Tony 

Cavanagh—Early European plant collectors in Australia 
13-15 SEANA campout Ballarat 

15 Excursion: Timboon Bushland Reserve 

18 Cadets: Meeting 

19 Bird Group: Barry Lingham—Historical aspect of Geelong 
birds 

26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Buckley Falls 
28 Mothing night at OGNR 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 23 Februaiy 2015. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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